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8.1.10 - The College has adopted methods to define and implement Dental graduate 

attributes with a system of evaluation of attainment of such attributes. 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Dental graduate attributes as described in the website of the College 
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DENTAL GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES 

 

According to the Holland code framework, which categorizes career interests into six different types, 

attributes of a dentist can be described within three hemispheres: building, thinking, and helping areas. 

Building Hemisphere: In the building interest area, a dentist's skills lie in working with instruments 

and machinery. This involves a high level of dexterity and manual skill to perform precise procedures 

effectively. A sense of artistic talent can be beneficial for dentists as it aids in crafting or repairing 

practical items, such as dental prosthetics or restorations. Dentists must possess the ability to 

manipulate tools delicately within the limited space of the oral cavity to ensure accurate and successful 

treatment outcomes. 

Thinking Hemisphere: The thinking area emphasizes research, investigation, and understanding 

natural laws, which are essential components of dental practice. Dentists must engage in accurate 

observation and adopt a thorough and methodical approach to each case they encounter. This involves 

analyzing patient symptoms, interpreting diagnostic tests, and formulating treatment plans based on 

scientific principles and evidence-based practice. A dentist's ability to think critically and solve 

complex problems is crucial for diagnosing dental conditions and providing appropriate care to 

patients. 

Helping Hemisphere: In the helping interest area, a dentist's focus lies in demonstrating compassion, 

empathy, and service-oriented mentality towards patients. Dentists interact closely with patients, 

addressing their concerns, alleviating fears, and providing emotional support throughout the treatment 

process. Additionally, dentists may engage in community programs and public awareness campaigns 

to promote oral health and preventive care. Effective communication skills are essential for building 
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trust and rapport with patients, facilitating patient education, and encouraging compliance with 

treatment recommendations. 

Continuous Learning and Adaptability: Dentistry is a dynamic field with ongoing advancements in 

technology, materials, and techniques. Dentists must demonstrate a commitment to lifelong learning to 

stay updated with the latest developments and incorporate evidence-based practices into their clinical 

care. This requires adaptability to embrace change and a willingness to engage in professional 

development activities, such as attending conferences, workshops, and continuing education courses. 

Interpersonal Skills and Emotional Intelligence: Effective communication and interpersonal skills 

are essential for dentists to establish trustful relationships with patients and collaborate effectively with 

colleagues and staff members. Dentists must possess emotional intelligence to understand and 

empathize with patients' concerns, fears, and preferences. By demonstrating empathy and active 

listening, dentists can create a supportive and patient-centered care environment, enhancing overall 

patient satisfaction and treatment outcomes. 

Attention to Detail and Precision: Dentistry demands a high degree of precision and attention to 

detail, as even minor errors can have significant consequences for patient health and outcomes. 

Dentists must meticulously assess and analyze diagnostic information, accurately perform dental 

procedures, and ensure optimal fit and function of dental restorations or prosthetics. Attention to detail 

is also critical for maintaining infection control protocols and adhering to strict sterilization and 

sanitation practices to prevent cross-contamination and ensure patient safety. 

Ethical and Professional Integrity: Dentists are entrusted with the responsibility to uphold ethical 

standards and professional integrity in all aspects of their practice. This includes maintaining patient 

confidentiality, respecting patient autonomy and informed consent, and adhering to legal and 

regulatory requirements governing dental practice. Dentists must demonstrate honesty, transparency, 
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and accountability in their interactions with patients, colleagues, and the broader healthcare 

community, fostering trust and credibility in their professional relationships. 

Collaborative and Team-Oriented Approach: Dentistry often involves multidisciplinary 

collaboration with other healthcare professionals, such as oral surgeons, orthodontists, and 

periodontists, to provide comprehensive care for patients. Dentists must possess strong teamwork 

skills and the ability to collaborate effectively with other members of the healthcare team to achieve 

optimal treatment outcomes and patient satisfaction. This requires effective communication, mutual 

respect, and a willingness to share expertise and coordinate care across different specialties and 

disciplines. 

By embodying these additional skills and attributes, dentists can fulfill their professional 

responsibilities effectively within the context of the Holland code framework, contributing to the 

delivery of high-quality dental care and the promotion of oral health and well-being within their 

communities. 

Additional Skills and Attributes: 

• Dexterity: Dentists must possess excellent manual dexterity to perform intricate dental 

procedures efficiently and accurately. 

• Leadership and Organizational Skills: Dentists in private practice must effectively manage and 

lead their staff while maintaining accurate records of patient cases, scheduling appointments, 

and overseeing administrative tasks. 

• Patience and Physical Stamina: Dealing with uncooperative patients or performing lengthy 

procedures requires dentists to demonstrate patience and endurance. 

• Problem-Solving Skills: Dentists must be adept at managing dental emergencies and crisis 

situations that may arise in the dental clinic, requiring quick thinking and effective problem-

solving abilities to ensure patient safety and well-being. 
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